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Letter to Congressional Leaders on Cyprus
September 27, 1996

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
In accordance with Public Law 95–384 (22

U.S.C. 2373(c)), I submit this report on progress
toward a negotiated settlement of the Cyprus
question. The previous submission covered
progress through May 31, 1996. The current
submission covers the period June 1, 1996,
through July 31, 1996.

I was pleased to welcome President Clerides
to the White House on June 17. His visit capped
a series of personal consultations on Cyprus I
have had with regional leaders, beginning with
Turkish President Demirel this March. During
the reporting period, I dispatched U.N. Ambas-
sador Albright and my Cyprus emissary, Richard
Beattie, to the region to explore opportunities
for progress toward a comprehensive solution.
Following their trip, Ambassador Albright and
Mr. Beattie confirmed to me that, notwith-
standing the many disagreements between the
parties, the United States should stay actively
engaged on Cyprus. I remain committed to

doing all we can to support the parties’ efforts
to bring about a settlement.

Based on consultations with the U.N. force
commander in Cyprus, Ambassador Albright and
Mr. Beattie proposed during their trip that the
military commanders on the island meet to dis-
cuss implementation of practical measures to re-
duce tensions along the U.N. Buffer Zone. We
hope that the parties will overcome their dis-
agreement over whom should participate in the
meeting, which has prevented it from taking
place. We believe the tragic events of August
underscore the urgent need to move imme-
diately to reduce the potential for violence along
the Buffer Zone.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Jesse Helms, chairman, Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Report of the Railroad
Retirement Board
September 27, 1996

To the Congress of the United States:
I transmit herewith the Annual Report of the

Railroad Retirement Board for Fiscal Year 1995,
pursuant to the provisions of section 7(b)(6) of

the Railroad Retirement Act and section 12(1)
of the Railroad Unemployment Insurance Act.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
September 27, 1996.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Report of the Federal Labor
Relations Authority
September 27, 1996

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with section 701 of the Civil

Service Reform Act of 1978 (Public Law 95–
454; 5 U.S.C. 7104(e)), I have the pleasure of

transmitting to you the Seventeenth Annual Re-
port of the Federal Labor Relations Authority
for Fiscal Year 1995.
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The report includes information on the cases
heard and decisions rendered by the Federal
Labor Relations Authority, the General Counsel

of the Authority, and the Federal Service Im-
passes Panel.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
September 27, 1996.

The President’s Radio Address
September 28, 1996

Good morning. Today I want to talk to you
about a new executive action I’m taking to crack
down on deadbeat parents who won’t pay the
child support they owe.

During my time as President, I’ve had a
straightforward strategy: opportunity for all, re-
sponsibility from all, and coming together in a
stronger American community. That’s America’s
basic bargain.

We’ve worked hard to offer every American
opportunity, the chance to make the most of
his or her own life. We’ve got 101⁄2 million
new jobs, the lowest unemployment in 71⁄2
years, the deficit has been cut by 60 percent.
And just this week, we received more news that
our strategy is working and America is on the
right track. According to the U.S. census, the
income of a typical family went up $1,600 over
inflation over the past 2 years. In just the last
year the increase was almost $900, the biggest
increase in a decade. The number of people
living in poverty and the rate of income inequal-
ity in our country dropped faster than at any
time since 1968. Our economy clearly is on the
right track to the 21st century.

As we offer opportunity, we must also de-
mand responsibility. The problems of our society
will only be solved if there is an upsurge of
personal responsibility, if individuals take it upon
themselves to meet their obligations, do the
right thing, and give something back to those
around them.

No area cries out for greater personal respon-
sibility than the quiet crisis of child support.
No one should be able to escape responsibility
for bringing a child into the world. That is our
first and most fundamental duty. But today, too
many fathers have tried to walk away from that
obligation. When a father leaves the home it
can throw a mother and children into poverty.

In fact, one of the main reasons people go on
welfare is because the father has failed to meet
his obligations of child support. If all the parents
in this country paid the child support they owe,
we could move 800,000 women and children
off the welfare rolls tomorrow.

So our administration has waged an unprece-
dented and sustained campaign to collect child
support and make deadbeat parents pay up. We
required States to set up programs at hospitals
to find out the identity of fathers at the time
a baby is born. Two hundred thousand fathers
have been identified through this program.
We’re requiring mothers who receive welfare
to tell us the name of the father of the child.
We set up a national data base of delinquent
parents and linked up the data bases from 17
States. And I’m pleased to report that in its
first few months this system has identified over
60,000 delinquent fathers. Over half owed
money to mothers on welfare.

And the landmark welfare reform legislation
I signed last month institutes the most dramatic
crackdown yet on child support enforcement.
It says to deadbeat parents, pay up or we’ll
track you down, garnish your wages, and make
you pay what you owe. Under the new welfare
law, States will suspend driver’s licenses of dead-
beats who don’t pay and the National Govern-
ment will take away passports. This year, at my
direction, the IRS will collect $1 billion in child
support by withholding part of tax refunds. The
U.S. Postal Service has begun work with the
States to post lists of parents who owe support.
And we’re using the new information tech-
nologies to catch delinquent parents, linking the
web pages of 20 States to post the identities
of deadbeat parents on the Internet.

We now have new evidence of how effective
this crackdown has been. In 4 years, child sup-
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